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It's not always easy to trust someone whom you can't see, especially in a moment of crisis. So it's understandable that Elisha's servant panicked when he and Elisha were surrounded by the king of Aram's chariots. But Elisha knew that God was working. He had faith that God's work would save him, and it did.

Teach your students that while God may not be visible to them, they can see the evidence of his work everywhere.

Key Scriptures

2 Kings 6:8-23
Romans 1:20
Hebrews 11:1
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"O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!"
(2 Kings 6:17).
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• No Prep •

Invisible Chariots

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


We can't always see God working, but he is.
Objective: Children will see how air is like God when we can't see him.
Supplies:
Bible,

hair dryer with a cool setting,

table-tennis ball or balloon

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask: • What's something you can't see but you know is there?
Say: Some powerful things that I know of are radio waves, germs, and sound. A gust of wind is invisible, but it can knock a big truck over.
Turn the hair dryer on the cool setting, and point it straight up. Put the table-tennis ball or balloon in the stream of air until the air holds it up.

Ask: • If you can't see air, how do you know it's there?
Read aloud 2 Kings 6:8-23.

Ask: • How did Elisha know God was there?
• How did the servant know?
Say: Elisha knew God was there, but the servant didn't. So Elisha prayed, "O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!" and the servant was able to see the heavenly chariots God had sent.
Take a moment to pray for your group that they may see what God is doing. Then read aloud Romans 1:20.

Say: [image: image8.png]


We can't always see God working, but he is. Even though God is invisible, we know he exists because of the things he has made. Just like the servant when he saw the chariots of fire, we can see God's work in his creation and in the good things that happen around us. Just like the air that propped up that ball, God is working, even if we can't see his work right away.
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Use "The Work of His Hands" it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry: Old Testament to help reinforce the Bible Point, we can't always see God working, but he is.

It's easy to take God's work for granted. Help kids remember that they can praise God for the hand he has in everything.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Miracles

Prayer

Spiritual Warfare
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Unseen Presence

Objedctive: Children will search through rice for "hidden" things.
Supplies:
Bible

blindfolds

bowls full of uncooked rice

paper clips

watch with a second hand

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: For each group of four, you'll need a blindfold and a bowl filled with rice mixed with about 25 paper clips.

Have kids form groups of four, and give each group its blindfold and bowl. Have groups choose one person to be the "seeker" and wear a blindfold. Tell seekers they have one minute to find the paper clips in the bowl of rice.

Call time after one minute. Then have kids count the found clips. Let kids remix the paper clips in the rice and choose another seeker.

After everyone has had a chance to be the seeker, ask:

• How many paper clips did you find?
• How easy or difficult was it to find the paper clips in the rice?
Read aloud Hebrews 11:1. Then say: Just as we hunted for something we couldn't see, God asks us to believe in things we can't see.
Read aloud 2 Kings 6:17. Then say: Elisha helped his servant see the chariots of fire that God had sent to save them. Just because we can't see something doesn't mean God isn't working.
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• For Small Groups •

Always Alert

Objective: Children will make faces with movable eyelids to remind them that even when we can't see God's help, he's always working.
Supplies:
construction paper

scissors

crayons

rubber bands

tape

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Set out all the supplies in one area.

Help children cut a large oval shape for a face out of construction paper. Have them draw in the eyes, eyebrows, nose, and mouth with crayons. Then cut two mushroom-shaped pieces (football shapes with a stem on one side) bigger than the eyes on the face. These will act as eyelids.

Cut a small slot above each eye in the eyebrow. Have kids slide the stem of each piece into the slot so that each oval covers an eye. Make sure they draw eyelashes on the bottom portion of each eyelid.

Carefully flip the face over, and fold each stem over the rubber band. Tape the stem to the rubber band without letting excess tape stick to the back of the face. Cut or pinch together excess tape.

Have kids practice holding the faces up and pulling down on the rubber bands to make the eyelids move. Read aloud 2 Kings 6:17 while they make the eyes open. Say: [image: image18.png]


Even when we can't see what God is doing, he is always working.
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• Prepare in Advance •

God's Garden

Objective: Children will see God's work in a garden.
Supplies:
Bible

bedding plants

seeds

bulbs

gardening tools

Time: 60 to 90 minutes

Preparation: Get permission to plant or spruce up flower beds around your church or at the home of an older person from your congregation. Purchase a few bedding plants, seeds, or bulbs, depending on the time of year.

Have kids make up names for some of the plants, based on people or things from the Bible story in 2 Kings 6:8-23. For example, you might have Elisha's Flower, Chariots of Fire (red and orange flowers), or Open My Eyes Iris.

Gather children around the planting area. Talk about the varieties of plants you've gathered, how tall they grow, whether they do well in sunlight or shade, and what kind of soil they need. Explain how important it is to plan a flower bed so the plants will thrive and look good together.

Let children take turns digging and planting. Then gather children around your planted flower bed and read aloud 2 Kings 6:8-23. Say: Even though it doesn't look like God is doing anything right now, in a few weeks we'll see God's garden sprout and grow.
Pray and ask God to bless the garden and help the flowers grow. In the following weeks, point out how the flower bed is doing. Let kids take turns watering and weeding.
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• For Younger Children •

• Prepare In Advance •

See-and-Touch Prayer

Objective: Children will be reminded to see God's work and give thanks.
Supplies:
colored paper

material scraps

scissors

bag

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: Cut scraps of different-colored paper into pieces no smaller than 2 inches square. Collect scraps of material of different textures. Place the paper and the material scraps in a bag.

Let each child pick an item from the bag and say a prayer of thanks to God for something that is the same color or something that feels like what he or she is holding. For instance, he or she might thank God for the blue sky, a fuzzy bunny, a red apple, or a soft doll.

Say: God does many things in the world around us. We forget to thank him for all he does. [image: image23.png]


We don't always see God doing his work, but he's very busy! Let's thank God for his wonderful work.
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Follow the Leader

For this activity you'll need a Bible.

Have children form pairs, and have the tallest child in each pair be the leader. Ask the leader to begin walking, with his or her partner following behind. The leader can walk straight, in wavy curves, around obstacles, and while making dancing motions. The follower has to step exactly in the leader's footsteps. After a few minutes, allow partners to trade places. Then have pairs play again, this time telling them to speed-walk as they lead their partners on crazy paths. If you have time, have pairs play again, only have a volunteer talk loudly to the follower as he or she tries to follow.

Afterward, have kids discuss these questions:

• Was it hard or easy to follow your partner? Explain.
• Was it harder or easier when you went faster? when someone was talking to you? Explain.
• How is this like trying to follow God?
Read aloud 2 Kings 6:8-23.

Ask: • How hard is it to follow God when you can't see him?
• As a follower, how are you like Elisha's servant? like Elisha?
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An Eclipse and God

Objective: Children will explore a solar eclipse as they learn that God is always working, even when he feels far away.
Supplies:
Bible

flashlight

basketball

tennis ball

Time: about 10 minutes

Preparation: Practice this experiment ahead of time so you can correctly space the flashlight and the balls.

Ask: • Can anyone tell me what a solar eclipse is?
Say: Let me show you how an eclipse happens.
Ask two kids to be your helpers. Give one child the flashlight (representing the sun), and give the other child the basketball (representing the earth). You will be controlling the tennis ball (representing the moon). Have the child holding the "sun" shine it directly onto the "earth." Rotate the "moon" around the earth. Be sure to rotate it in the sun's light.

Say: Notice that the moon sometimes blocks out the sunlight and makes the earth dark in the middle of the day! This is called an eclipse. If we didn't know what caused the eclipse, its effect would be frightening, wouldn't it? Now that we know, it is amazing!
Let kids take turns re-creating an eclipse. Then read aloud 2 Kings 6:8-23.

Say: Elisha's servant was pretty scared at first, and he felt that God was far away. But Elisha knew that God was there. That's kind of like our eclipse. During an eclipse, the sky looks dark, but we know that the light is still there. When you have troubles in your life, you may not always be able to sense God there, but you can know that he is always working.
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• Prepare In Advance •

Elisha and the Chariots of Fire

Bible Point:[image: image30.png]


God is always working.
Supplies:
Bible

transparency sheet

black and red markers

overhead projector

several dolls

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Place a transparency sheet in front of you, horizontally. Use the black marker to draw several chariots and the red marker to draw flames around the chariots on the transparency sheet. When you're finished, place the sheet on an overhead and back the overhead up so the chariots cover an entire wall. Turn off the overhead until you need it during story time.

• Please Provide a Pattern of this for Teachers. •

I Didn't See You There!

Have kids form a circle and sit down on the floor. Open your Bible to 2 Kings 6, and show children the words. Hold up a doll, and tell kids the doll is Elisha.

Say: God was with Elisha, and God helped Elisha know when Israel's enemies were attacking them. Elisha would tell the king where the enemies were, and then the king would keep his people safe from the enemies. When the king of the enemies heard about what Elisha was doing, he wanted to stop Elisha and hurt him. So the mean king sent out his army to attack Elisha and hurt him.
Encourage children to place all the dolls in a row near the wall where you are going to shine the transparency. Say: Let's pretend these dolls are the enemies that have come to hurt Elisha.
Keep the Elisha doll and one other doll near you. Hold up the other doll. Say: This is Elisha's servant. When he went outside his tent, he saw all those mean soldiers standing around their camp. "Elisha! Elisha!" he called. Move the servant doll up and down, and then bring out the Elisha doll.

"Don't be afraid," Elisha told him. "God has sent others to help us." Then Elisha prayed that God would help the servant see all the helpers God had sent. So God helped the servant see. Stand up and turn on the overhead.

The servant saw that the hillsides were filled with horses and chariots of fire! God had sent them to help Elisha! Then God made the mean soldiers blind, and Elisha and the servant led the mean soldiers away from them. God helped Elisha and the servant escape from those mean soldiers!
Even though the servant couldn't see the horses and chariots of fire, they were still there! Sometimes we can't see what God is doing, but we can know that [image: image31.png]


God is always working!
Ask: • How did God help Elisha?
• How has God helped you before?
• How can you trust God even when you can't see him?
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