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Many children live in a melting pot of different cultures, customs, value systems, and faith perspectives. They might identify with Jonah's discomfort with being around people he didn't like. The Assyrians, having gained a reputation for ruthlessness and cruelty, were hated by Jonah and other Israelites. So when God told Jonah to reach out to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, Jonah ran away. Later, Jonah became angry when God spared the Assyrians.

Use this study to help children see people's universal need for God's love. These activities will help create in children a desire to reach out to people who do not know God.

Key Scriptures

Jonah 4:1-11
James 1:19
1 John 4:7-12
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"Love one another, for love comes from God"
(1 John 4:7).
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• No Prep •

Understanding God's Compassion

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


Love people who don't know God.
Objective: Children will reenact the story of Jonah's anger.
Supplies:
none

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Assign one child to be Jonah, one to be the king, one to be the plant, and three to be the fish. All the other children can be the citizens of Nineveh.

Have the king and the citizens of Nineveh stand together on one side of the room. Have the "plant" kneel on another side of the room. Have the children who are playing the fish hold hands and surround "Jonah."

When all the children are in place, start this reenactment from Jonah 4. Have kids do the actions as they are underlined in the story.

Say: The story begins with Jonah, who had been inside the fish for three days. Then he prayed to God and promised to obey. So God told the fish to spit out Jonah. After the fish spit Jonah onto the dry ground, God spoke to Jonah: "Get up and go to Nineveh. Tell them what I tell you to say."
So Jonah got up, dusted himself off, and went to Nineveh. Jonah walked into town and preached to the people. Jonah said, "After 40 days, Nineveh will be destroyed. God is displeased with your sinful ways."
The people of Nineveh listened and believed. Even the king was sorry. He got up from his throne, took off his beautiful robe, and put on itchy, rough cloth. Then he sat down in a pile of ashes to show how upset he was.
The king said, "Everyone must turn away from evil living and kneel in prayer. Maybe then God will stop being angry with us." Everyone did what the king said. When God saw that the people were sorry for their sins, he changed his mind. God decided not to punish them.
But this made Jonah angry. He wanted God to punish the citizens of Nineveh. Jonah said to God, "I knew that if I obeyed you, the people of Nineveh would repent, and you would not punish them. This makes me so angry that it would be better for me to die."
Then Jonah left the city. He built a small shelter for himself and sat in the shade. God made a plant grow very quickly next to the shelter to make Jonah more comfortable. But the next day the plant shriveled up and died.
Jonah became hot, weary, and angry. He pouted and said, "It would be better for me to just die." God said to Jonah, "Do you think it is right for you to be angry about the plant?" Jonah said, "Yes. The plant made me comfortable. Now it's gone and I'm too hot. I'm so angry I could die."
Then God said, "You are so concerned for a plant! If your concern is so great, isn't it right that I should care for the thousands of people?"
After the role play, ask:

• Do you think Jonah was right to be angry? Explain.
• Why do you think God had Jonah talk to people he didn't like?
• Why does God want us to love people who don't know him?
Say: 1 John 4:7 says, "Love one another, for love comes from God." It's not always easy, but God is pleased when we [image: image8.png]


love people who don't know him. Maybe when we show people God's love, they'll want to know God, too.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Caring for Others

God's Love

Kindness
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• Prepare in Advance •

• For Small Groups •

Crowd Around

Objective: Children will show loving actions as they crowd onto different sections of a playing area.
Supplies:
Bible

butcher paper (4 colors-such as yellow, red, blue, and orange)

scissors

masking tape

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: For each group of eight to 10 kids, make a game board as follows: Cut a 4x4-foot section of each color of butcher paper. Tape the four colors to the floor to form a square.

Have kids form groups of eight to 10. Read aloud John 4:7-12. Say: Wow! God says we are to love one another because love comes from God! Jonah had a hard time showing God's love to the people of Nineveh. Let's see if we can do better as we play a game and show God's love.
Ask each group to stand around a game board. Tell kids to stand in a crowd on the color you name and do the loving action you call out:

• Stand on yellow. Give three people high fives, and say your name.
• Stand on red. Give two people a shoulder rub.
• Stand on blue. Tell two people what you like about them.
• Stand on orange. Give one person a handshake as you say, "God loves you and so do I."
Continue calling out colors and loving actions, such as, "Pat as many backs as you can until I count to 10." Every now and then, call out a color that kids are already standing on.

At the end of the game, have everyone sit around one of the game boards. Discuss these questions:

• What loving actions can you show to someone when you go home?
• Why does God want us to love people who don't know him?
• Why did God want Jonah to show love to the people of Nineveh by telling the people about God?
Say: God wants us to love others, especially people who don't know him. God is love, and he wants people to know about it. Call out one more action: Stand any place on this game board, and everyone give me a hug!
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• Prepare in Advance •

A Caring Tree

Objective: Children will make trees to remind them of God's compassion.
Supplies:
Bible

9x18-inch sheets of green construction paper

yellow construction paper

paper cutter

safety scissors

tape

black markers or pencils

glue

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Use a paper cutter to cut the green construction paper into 9x18-inch sheets. At each child's place, set out two pieces of green paper, one piece of yellow paper, safety scissors, and a marker.

Have each child tape two green papers together, end to end, so there's one long strip of paper. Starting at one short end, have the child roll up the strip and tape it securely. At one end of the tube, have him or her cut three-fourths of the way down and then make another cut approximately 1 inch from the first one.

Have children continue making cuts until they're all the way around the tube. Tell them to pull the inside layers of paper from the tube to make the tree "grow." Then tell them to cut figs out of the yellow paper. Have children write the names of people who don't know God on each fig. Glue the figs to the ends of the branches.

Bring the group together with their trees. Read the story from Jonah 4. Then ask:

• Why did God care for Jonah?
• Why was Jonah mad?
• Have you ever felt like complaining, like Jonah did? What happened?
• Why did God want Jonah to look out for the people of Nineveh?
Say: God sent Jonah a shade tree to cool him off, but Jonah was still mad that God had forgiven the people of Nineveh. He grumbled, and the tree withered. Have kids push their trees together and watch them "wither." Many times we don't want God to be nice to people we don't like. Instead of rejoicing that God cares for them, we grumble. But instead of grumbling, we should love people who don't know God. Have kids make their trees grow again.
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• No Prep •

Know God, Show God

Objective: Children will talk about showing compassion as God does.
Supplies:
none

Time: up to 5 minutes

Preparation: none

Read aloud James 1:19. Say: Sometimes we, like Jonah, get our quick and our slow mixed up. We sometimes think God moves too slowly. But we need to learn from God to be quick to listen and slow to be angry. Have kids pantomime what the phrases "quick to listen" and "slow to get angry" might mean to them. God can show us how to be compassionate, especially to people who don't know him or do what he wants them to do.
Ask: • What are some ways you can show compassion to people who don't know God?
Say: I'd like you to choose one of those ideas and try to do it this week. Remember that God wants you to be slow to get angry and quick to love everyone, even people who don't know him. Let's pray together.
Dear God, thank you for loving us so much that you show us compassion when we turn away from you. Help us to share your compassion with other people. In Jesus' name, amen.
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People Collage

Objective: Children will pray for those who don't know God.
Supplies:
old magazines

glue sticks

poster board

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: Set out the supplies.

Form groups of up to four. Say: I want you to go through these magazines and tear out pictures of people you would describe as different from you. Work in your groups to create a people collage by gluing the pictures to the poster board. Give groups about five minutes to complete their collages. Place the collages together on a table or the floor, and have children gather around them.

Ask: • Where do you suppose these people live?
• Would you want to live there? Why or why not?
Say: It's possible that some of these people may not know God. While they may be different, they have one thing in common with you: God loves them! God wants us to love people who don't know him. Think of the places these people might come from. Say a quiet prayer for those cities or countries. After a minute, close in a group prayer, asking God to help kids reach out to everyone in his name.
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• No Prep •

• Student Led •

Modern-Day Jonah

Objective: Children will create skits and a talk starter about Jonah.
Supplies:
Bible

pens

paper

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

Read aloud the story of Jonah in Jonah 4:1-11. Then form groups of no more than four. Have the kids in each group create and perform a skit telling this story as if it happened to them instead of Jonah. Instead of going to Nineveh, have groups think of something God would want them to do today, such as going to a friend's house or hanging out at a skate park. As groups work on their skits, have them discuss these questions:

• Where would people run to get away from God?
• How do we get people to return to God?
When groups are ready, have them perform their skits.

Ask each group to come up with one question for the group, based on its skit. They might ask:

• How are we like Jonah?
• How are people today like the people of Nineveh?
• How do you love people who don't know God?
• What are the needs of the people in your town?
• How can you help meet those people's needs?
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Slow to Anger

Objective: Children will see that God loves everyone, and so should we.
Supplies:
Bible

hats

markers

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: You'll need one hat for each child. Ask congregation members to donate old caps, or purchase inexpensive ones at a thrift shop or dollar store.

Hand out hats and markers. Say: Sometimes you need to do things quickly, and other times it's important to move slowly. But the Bible tells us that Jonah got mixed up. Jonah should have been quick to obey God. Instead, he was quick to run away. Then Jonah should've been quick to listen to God; instead, he got angry with God for forgiving Nineveh.
Then God gave Jonah a plant for some shade. And Jonah was happy. Hold up a hat. Just as this hat gives us relief from the sun, God gave Jonah relief from the sun by giving him some shade. It cooled him down-and cooled his temper, too! Jonah got relief from his anger at God and the people of Nineveh.
Read aloud James 1:19. Ask kids to write "slow to get angry" on the inside of their caps.

Ask: • If someone doesn't know God, how do you think your anger will help him or her?
• How would your love help him or her?
Say: God was compassionate to Jonah and to Nineveh. And he wanted Jonah to be compassionate, too. Sometimes it's hard to reach out to people who don't know God. Sometimes we get angry. Next time you get angry with someone, put on your hat to "cool down," and maybe your compassion for that person can teach him or her about God's love.
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• Prepare in Advance •

Jonah's Anger at God's Compassion

Bible Point:[image: image25.png]


Love people who don't know God.
Supplies:
Bible

green construction paper

hair dryer

1 sock per 2 children

scissors

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Cut large leaves out of the green construction paper.

Love Everyone!

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Jonah 4, and show children the words. Say: Jonah was angry with God for being so nice to the people of Nineveh. Jonah wanted God to punish them for all the wrong things they'd done. Jonah didn't think it was fair that God was going to forgive the people of Nineveh and not punish them at all. Have everyone pretend to pout as Jonah may have pouted.

So Jonah went outside the city and sat down so he could see what God would do to the city. Choose one child to be Jonah and sit down, and have the other kids gather in a circle around the child. It was very hot outside, and soon Jonah became uncomfortable. God sent a nice leafy plant to shade Jonah from the sun. Give half of the standing children the green construction paper leaves you made before class. Encourage kids to hold the leaves over "Jonah" and wave them to create a breeze.

Jonah was glad that God sent the plant. But God wanted to teach Jonah a lesson, so he sent a worm to eat the plant. Give the other half of the standing children socks to wear on one of their hands. Encourage children to pretend their sock-covered hand is a worm and to have the worm eat away the plants. After a bit, set the worms and the green construction paper leaves aside.

God also sent a very hot wind to blow on Jonah. Start the hair dryer, and set it on high heat. Blow the hot air toward Jonah and the other kids. The sun beat down on Jonah's head until he felt very sick. In fact, Jonah felt so sick that he wanted to die!
Then God said to Jonah, "You are sorry about a plant dying, but you don't care about an entire city dying. I love Nineveh, and I feel sorry for them." God wanted Jonah to understand that God loves all people and wants all people to believe in him and love him. God wants us to love all people. He even wants us to [image: image26.png]


love people who don't know God!
Ask: • Why didn't Jonah want God to forgive the people of Nineveh?
• Have you ever been upset because someone didn't get punished for something he or she did wrong? What happened?
• Why is it important to show love to people who don't know God?
• How can you show love to people who don't know God?
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