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The emotion reflected in this passage is striking. The prophets of Baal were passionate in their prayers. Elijah was bold-and mocking-in his challenge. The king was angry. The people were desperate. The stakes were high. And Elijah kicked the stakes up another notch when he doused his altar with water. He was not only making it impossible for the altar to light without supernatural intervention; he was also effectively wasting a precious resource that had been in short supply for three years. The land was suffering from drought.

Baal was believed to be the god of fire, storm, vegetation, fertility, and life. When Elijah poured the scarce water all over his altar to God, he was likely further mocking Baal and his followers-pointing out that Baal had not provided water for more than three years.

Key Scriptures

1 Samuel 12:24
1 Kings 18:16-40
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"But be sure to fear the Lord and faithfully serve him. Think of all the wonderful things he has done for you" 
(1 Samuel 12:24).
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• No Prep •

• For Younger Children •

Bible Experience

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


Serve God.
Objective: Children will affirm that God is the one true God and is worth serving.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 18, and show the children the words. Say: Today's Bible story is about the prophet Elijah. A prophet is a person who tells people messages from God. Elijah knew there was one true God. Hold up one finger, and point up high on each word-one, true, and God. Have kids repeat the motion and the phrase.

But many people in the land where Elijah lived weren't sure if they should follow the one true God (have kids point up and repeat the phrase "one true God") or if they should worship other gods. You and I know that this is silly. There are no other gods. There's only one true God! Have kids point up and repeat the phrase.

There were 850 prophets who believed in fake gods with names like Baal. But the prophet Elijah believed in the one true God. Have kids point up and repeat the phrase. The time came for Elijah to prove that the Lord was the one true God. Have kids point up and repeat the phrase.

Baal's prophets started building an altar; later Elijah built an altar. An altar was made of stone and piled with wood and sticks for a fire. It was a special place for people to make sacrifices to God.
Finally, the altars were finished. Elijah told the prophets of Baal to ask Baal to send fire to light their altar. So the false prophets prayed to Baal. What happened? Nothing! Then they danced. What happened? Nothing! Then they shouted and yelled. What happened? Nothing! It was because their gods were fake! They were about to learn about our one true God! Have kids point up and repeat the phrase.

Then it was Elijah's turn. He built his altar and dug a hole around it. Then he had lots of water poured all over the wood. Not once, but three times! Whoosh! Whoosh! Whoosh! There was so much water, it poured around the altar and into the hole! Then Elijah prayed, "Answer me, O Lord, so these people will know that you are our one true God." Have kids point up and repeat the phrase.

You know what happened? God sent fire! Yes! There was so much fire that it burned up the altar and all that water! Wow! When the people saw this, they believed in our one true God! Point up and repeat the phrase "one true God."

Ask: • How do you think the people felt when the altar burned?
• Why do you think Elijah was so courageous in serving God?
Read aloud 1 Samuel 12:24 and ask:

• What great things has God done for you?
• How can you serve God?
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Glorifying God

God's Will

Honor

Idolatry

Obedience

Worship
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• No Prep •

Will You Buy an Idol?

Objective: Children will realize the powerlessness of idols.
Supplies:
none

Time: 10 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

Have children sit in a circle. Ask two volunteers to go to the center of the circle; they'll be the Idol Seller and the Idol. Say: After Elijah's showdown with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, there may have been a lot of people wanting to get rid of their Baal idols.
The Idol Seller will try to sell the Idol to the children in the circle. The Idol Seller will choose one person and ask, "Will you buy an idol?" That player must answer, "No, thank you," with a straight face. Then the seller will say, "My idol can do cool things like [tap dance, sing a song, do a somersault, and so on]. Will you buy an idol now?"

The Idol should try to do whatever the Idol Seller says he or she can do. Then the player in the circle must answer, "No, thank you," again with a straight face. If the player cracks a smile or laughs, he or she becomes the Idol Seller and the Idol Seller joins the circle. Play until all children have been the Idol or the Idol Seller. After the game, ask students to discuss these questions:

• What was the goofiest thing someone just asked an idol to do?
• What did the prophets of Baal ask their idol to do? Why didn't he?
• How did Elijah show everyone that they should [image: image12.png]


serve God instead?
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• Prep in Advance •

Cup Altars

Objective: Children will make reminders to [image: image15.png]


serve God only.
Supplies:
paper cups

scissors

glue

dirt

tiny twigs

orange construction paper

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Cut 2 inches off of the top of a paper cup for each child.

Give each child the bottom part of a cup. Have kids cover the outside of their cups with glue and then roll them in dirt. Have kids turn their cups upside down and use tiny twigs and construction-paper flames to build a "fire" on them. Then ask:

• How can this craft remind you of the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal?
• How can this craft remind you to[image: image16.png]


serve only God?
• What do you think Elijah learned about serving God?
Say: As Elijah was reminded, serving God is always the right choice. Sometimes it takes courage, but it's always worth it.
Have children take their cup altars home as reminders to [image: image17.png]


serve God.
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• For Small Groups •

• No Prep •

Service Skits

Objective: Children will consider how they can [image: image20.png]


serve God when it's hard.
Supplies:
none

Time: 20 to 30 minutes

Preparation: none

Have kids form groups of three to five. Say: In your group, think of a time it's hard for kids to [image: image21.png]


serve God-just as it was hard for Elijah to [image: image22.png]


serve God when he felt like the only one who loved God. Create a skit that shows how someone your age could [image: image23.png]


serve God in that situation.
Give groups five to 10 minutes to create their skits, and then have them perform their skits for the entire group. After the skits, ask:

• Why is it so hard to [image: image24.png]


serve God in these situations?
• Why is it important to [image: image25.png]


serve God when it's hard to do so?
• How can we help each other [image: image26.png]


serve God?
Have group members pray for each other, asking for God's help in serving him and in encouraging each other when it's hard to [image: image27.png]


serve God.
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• No Prep •

Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal

Objective: Children will proclaim that there is only one true God.
Supplies:
none

Time: about 2 minutes

Preparation: none

As you pray, have children point up with one finger. Pray: Dear God, we are so glad that we know you, our one true God. It's sad that some people don't yet know that you're our one true God. Show us who we can tell about you, and give us the courage to share how wonderful and powerful you are. Help us to serve you every day. Amen.
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• Allergy Alert •

• No Prep •

Cheese Altars

Objective: Children will make a cheesy snack that will remind them of the altar Elijah built.
Supplies:
small cheese cubes

paper plates

toothpicks

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Have kids use cheese cubes to build altars like the one Elijah may have built to challenge the prophets of Baal. Toothpicks inserted into the blocks help stabilize the structures, which kids can gobble up after constructing.

Say: These snacks can remind us of the altar Elijah built to show that God is the only true God. We can [image: image32.png]


serve God, just as Elijah did.
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Sticks of Service

Objective: Children will worship God by telling him how they will serve him this week.
Supplies:
table or 2 chairs

sheet

small sticks

CD player

worship CD

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Build an "altar" in your meeting area by draping a sheet over a table or two chairs.

Say: Just as Elijah boldly served God, we can [image: image35.png]


serve God in many ways every day. Let's worship God now by telling him how we will serve him this week.
Brainstorm together a few ways kids can [image: image36.png]


serve God this week. Then show kids the "altar" you set up. Give each person a small stick.

Say: We're going to sing a few worship songs now. While we're singing, think of a way you will [image: image37.png]


serve God this week. When you're ready, come up and lay your stick on the altar as a way of showing God you will serve him, as Elijah did. Please know that this should be a genuine worship experience, and you don't have to participate if you don't feel you can.
Sing a few worship songs, allowing kids to lay their sticks on the altar at their own pace. When everyone has had a chance, close in prayer, asking for God's help to serve him this week in the ways your group has committed to doing.
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• No Prep •

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal

Bible Point:[image: image40.png]


Serve God.
Supplies:
Bible

wooden blocks

red and blue tissue paper

roll of red crepe paper

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

A Fiery Show
Have kids form a circle and sit on the floor. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 18, and show children the words. Set out wooden blocks, red and blue tissue paper, and a roll of red crepe paper.

Say: Elijah was a prophet of God. That meant that God used Elijah to tell people special things God wanted them to know. During Elijah's days, many people worshipped a false god they called Baal. They believed Baal could do things that he really couldn't, so God wanted Elijah to show the people just how wrong they were.
Elijah dared Baal's followers to see who was the only true God-Elijah's God or Baal. Elijah told the followers of Baal to build an altar. Altars were made of large rocks stacked up in a pile and were used to burn sacrifices and worship gods. The people built an altar to Baal and then called on Baal to light the fire on the altar.
Let children work together to stack the wooden blocks in a pile.

Say: Baal didn't answer the people, and no fire came down to light the altar.
Ask: • Hmm. Why do you think Baal didn't send down fire to light the altar?
Say: Now it was Elijah's turn. He built an altar, too. Let kids stack up wooden blocks to make a second altar.

Elijah knew God could send down fire to burn the sacrifice, so he asked people to pour water all over the altar so that unless God made it happen, the wood couldn't catch on fire. Let children tear blue tissue paper and place it around the wood.

Even though the altar was soaking wet, Elijah knew that God could burn it up anyway. It was Elijah's turn, and he called out to God, "God, please start a fire on the altar." Have children stand up and circle around the altar with praying hands and say, "God, please send your fire." Then ask:

• What do you think happened?
Say: A fire came down right away and burned up the sacrifice and even all the water that was poured all around! Have kids tear red tissue paper into strips and toss them all over the altar.

The people were so amazed that they fell to the ground. Encourage children to dramatically-but carefully-fall to the ground.

Then the people really believed in God! Have children stand up. Give each child a roughly 3-foot streamer of red crepe paper, and let kids jump up and skip around the altar, waving their streamers and chanting, "There is only one God! There is only God!"

Ask: • Was Baal a real god? Why or why not?
• How did Elijah [image: image41.png]


serve God and show that God was the only God?
• How can you [image: image42.png]


serve God?
Say: Elijah served God when he showed all the other people how powerful God is. We can [image: image43.png]


serve God, too, by telling others about him, by loving others, and by obeying our parents.
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