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This event from Scripture takes some children by surprise. They're used to Bible stories where God shows up in a fiery cloud or a descending dove. That the powerful God of Creation would choose to speak in a quiet voice seems odd-out of character.

Yet God seldom speaks from burning bushes into the lives of most believers. As you share today's Bible story, you'll communicate the reality that while God is speaking, children must be willing to listen to hear his voice, too.

Key Scriptures

1 Kings 19:1-18
Matthew 11:15
John 10:26-28
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"Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!"
(Matthew 11:15).
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• No Prep •

Bible Experience

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


God is with us always.
Objective: Children will re-enact the story of God's speaking to Elijah and realize that they are never alone.
Supplies:
none

Time: about 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask children to form pairs and sit on the floor, back to back, leaning against each other and linking elbows.

Say: Elijah was a prophet, which means he told the people of Israel what God wanted the people to know. And mostly God wanted the people to follow him! Almost all of the people were following a false god.
Elijah had a showdown with hundreds of false prophets, and with God's help, Elijah won. Unlock your elbows and give each other backward high fives. Aim carefully!
Now lock your elbows again.
Elijah then got a message from the queen, who wanted to kill Elijah. Tremble where you're sitting. So Elijah ran away. Pump your feet up and down-you're running.
Elijah hid in the desert. He told God he was ready to die because he was the last one in the whole country serving God. God sent an angel to care for Elijah, and the angel said it was time to go for a hike.
Elijah ended up in a cave on a mountain. God told Elijah to get ready: God was going to reveal his presence.
First, there was a mighty wind. Sway left and right as if you were being blown by the wind. But God's voice wasn't in the wind.
Then there was an earthquake. Move up and down as if there were an earthquake. But God's voice wasn't in the earthquake.
Then there was a fire. Scoot back as if you were getting away from a hot fire. Wait-you're stuck! God's voice wasn't in the fire either.
Then there was a whisper. Unlink your elbows and cup your hands up to your ears so you can listen. Jesus said this: Read aloud Matthew 11:15. Elijah knew to do this!
God told Elijah that he wasn't alone-seven thousand people in Israel loved and worshipped God. Then God told Elijah what to do.
Turn to face your partner and discuss:
• Do you think Elijah was surprised that God whispered? Why?
• How does it feel knowing that you're not alone? that God is with you, and so are lots of other people who serve God?
Say: Elijah learned a lesson we need to learn, too. If you follow God, you're never all alone.[image: image8.png]


God is with us always.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Faithfulness

God's Love

Obedience

Rest
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• No Prep •

• For Younger Children •

Telephone

Objective: Children will be reminded to listen carefully when a message is important.
Supplies:
none

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Have kids sit in a circle. If you have more than 10 students, form more than one circle. Read aloud Matthew 11:15, and then say: If Jesus were talking to me, I'd listen to every word he said! If you feel the same way, raise your hand.
But sometimes it's hard to keep a message straight. I'll show you. I'll whisper one sentence in the ear of the person on my right. That person will whisper it to the person on his or her right, and so on around the circle. Try to repeat the sentence the same way you heard it. While you're not listening or whispering, chant this with me:
"I listen when I'm sitting;
I listen when I'm walking.
Except that I can't listen-
I'm too busy talking!"
Start the chant, and then whisper to the person on your right: "Which way went the window washer?" When the message reaches you, repeat what was said. It may be the same-but probably it won't be.

Then start sentences going both directions around the circle. Make up your own sentences, and keep the chant going.

After you repeat what you heard, ask:

• What made it hard to listen?
• What makes it hard to listen to God?
• What can we do to be better listeners to God?
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• No Prep •

Elijah Unfolded

Objective: Children will make simple Elijah puppets in stages.
Supplies:
paper lunch bags

crayons

markers

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Give each child a lunch bag. Show children how to place bags so the folded bottom faces up. The flap made by the bottom fold becomes Elijah's mouth. Have markers and crayons available.

Say: We're going to each make a hand puppet, but we're going to make them in stages. Ready to get started?
Elijah was having a tough time. He'd had a showdown with hundreds of false prophets and, with God's help, had won he fight. But instead of getting a medal and a plaque, Elijah got word from Jezebel-the wife of King Ahab-saying, "By this time tomorrow you'll be a dead man."
So Elijah ran for his life. He went into the desert and sat under a tree. He had had enough. He said, "Lord, take my life."
An angel gave Elijah food and told him to get up and eat because he was going on a hike. A 40-day hike. How do you think Elijah felt?
Draw Elijah's mouth (demonstrate how the edges of the bottom fold become lips when you slip your hand inside and curl your four fingers above the fold and your thumb beneath it) but not Elijah's eyes. You'll draw those later. You'll have two minutes to work.
After two minutes, ask children to put down their supplies. Say: Elijah spent the night in a cave on Mount Sinai. Elijah told God he was the only person serving God. God told Elijah to leave the cave and get ready: God's presence was about to pass by. When Elijah looked, there was a powerful wind that blasted loose large rocks! How do you think Elijah's eyes looked when he saw that? Draw them on your puppet. Work fast-you've got just two minutes!
After two minutes, ask children to put down their supplies. Say: Pull your puppets onto your hands. Next, God sent an earthquake. Make your puppets jump up and down. Great!
But God wasn't in the wind or the earthquake. And he wasn't in the fire that came next. Then Elijah heard a gentle whisper. He...wait...he doesn't have ears. Draw some big ears on Elijah-he needs to hear a whisper! You've got one minute to work.
After one minute, ask children to put down their supplies. Say: When Elijah heard the whisper, he stood at the mouth of the cave. God told Elijah that Elijah wasn't alone. There were seven thousand faithful people in Israel!
Put on your puppet, and give each other puppet high fives! God didn't leave Elijah on his own, and he doesn't leave us on our own either!
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• No Prep •

In Noah's Shoes

Objective: Children will quickly be reminded that, just as Elijah, they're not alone.
Supplies:
none

Time: about 5 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask children to stand and to stand apart from others. Ask them to close their eyes as you talk. Say: Sometimes we feel all alone. It feels as if we're different from everyone else or that nobody understands how we feel. But God understands, and when we're feeling bad, he wants us to know that he loves us.
We wish God would shout, "I love you!" at the top of his lungs, but he usually lets us know in softer ways-through his promises in the Bible or through a friend, for instance.
Do this: With your eyes closed, softly whisper, "God loves you."
In a few moments I'm going to tell you to keep whispering, "God loves you." As you do so, listen to what other people are whispering, and slowly move toward another voice. When you bump against another person, open your eyes and say, "God loves you. You are not alone." Then close your eyes and start whispering again, moving toward someone else. Close your eyes and start whispering now.
After children have done this for two minutes, ask them to stop where they are and join you in prayer. Pray: Thanks, God, for your love and for never letting us be all alone. You love us always and always know where we are. Amen.
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• No Prep •

Tuning In

Objective: Children will listen to God as well as speak to God in prayer.
Supplies:
Bible

radio

Time: about 10 minutes

Preparation: None, but you'll need to tune the radio carefully.

Place the radio where children can easily hear it. Tune the radio to a location on the dial where nothing is audible but static. Turn the volume up so children can hear the static, and say: Listen carefully. Can you make out any words or music?
Almost-but not quite.
Somewhere there's a radio station broadcasting on the frequency we've tuned in to, but the transmitter isn't close enough. There's a station somewhere trying to connect with us, trying to bring us music and commercials...but we can't hear it. We're not close enough.
Now dial in a station that plays gentle, quiet music clearly. Say: That's better! The signal is crisp and clear, and we can actually receive it. Sometimes when we pray about things and we don't hear from God, we think he's far away. Or that he doesn't care. But that's not true. God is near. He wants you to know him so you can follow in his ways.
Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 10:26-28. Then read it aloud again yourself, slowly.

Say: Jesus wants us to listen for his voice and to follow him. What do you think he's saying to you? Let's pray now-and instead of just talking, we're going to listen, too.
Go around a circle praying aloud, but instead of just saying "Amen" and moving ahead after you've all prayed, say: Thanks for listening to us, God. We want to listen to you, too. For the next two minutes, as we're silent, please guide our thoughts as we listen for your voice.
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Can You Hear Me Yet?

Objective: Children will discover that volume alone doesn't improve communication.
Supplies:
Bible

2 foam cups per student (waxed paper cups work

too)

Time: about 5 minutes

Preparation: Practice this activity before you try to demonstrate it.

Give each child two empty cups. Ask children to drop their first cup inside their second cup, letting the first nest loosely inside the second.

Say: Here's your challenge: Get the top cup out of the bottom one without turning the cups over and without touching the top cup. Start by talking loudly at your cups to see if you can vibrate the top cup out. Use different tones and volumes.
After children have tried this for a few seconds, suggest that perhaps they should shout instead of talk. After 10 seconds, suggest that the "volume vibrations" aren't yet loud enough, so they should shout louder. This approach will fail, too.

As students catch their breath, do a demonstration. If you blow across the lips of the cups, the cup nested inside the bottom cup you're holding will lift and float upward and out.

Say: Shouting at the cup didn't get the cup to jump up and move.
Ask: • Does shouting motivate you to do things? Why or why not?
• How do you think God's voice sounds? Describe it.
Read aloud 1 Kings 19:11-13. Then ask:

• What does this passage tell you about God's voice? about God's power and how God uses it?
• How was your quietly blowing across the cups like God's speaking to Elijah?
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• No Preparation •

Silent Worship

Objective: Children will learn to honor God for speaking to us in quiet ways.
Supplies:
none

Time: about 5 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask children to gather in a circle for prayer. Say: Please be super quiet as you sit here. For 30 seconds I'm not going to say anything, and I want you to simply listen. I'll then guide us in silent prayer and worship. Please get comfortable and close your eyes.
After 30 seconds, thank God for the things you hear. For instance, you might hear other people nearby and say, "Thank you, God, for giving us other people to be with us." Silently thank God for other people: your family, your friends, the people you know at school, and so on.

You may also hear sounds from nature and sounds of the building in which you're meeting. Thank and worship God for both. Ask children to listen for their own breathing and heartbeats and then worship God for making them.

End with a time of out-loud sentence prayers. Thank God for speaking to us in loud ways that show us his power and in quiet ways that show us his love.
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• Prep in Advance •

God Speaks to Elijah in a Whisper

Bible Point:[image: image25.png]


God is with us always.
Supplies:
Bible

blanket

table

flashlight

electric fan

large sheet of poster board

red crepe-paper

streamers

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Make a "cave" by draping a large blanket over a table. Place the sheet of poster board, the red crepe-paper streamers, and the fan near the cave. Place the flashlight inside the cave.

Wind and Earthquakes and Fire, Oh My!

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 19, and show children the words. Say: Elijah was a prophet of God, which means that he told people about God and about God's words. There were a king and a queen named Ahab and Jezebel who didn't like Elijah. They wanted to hurt him because they didn't believe in God. Elijah ran away and hid from Ahab and Jezebel.
Lead children to the "cave" you set up before class, and encourage them to crawl inside. Crawl in after them and turn on the flashlight. Say: Elijah hid in a cave on a mountain. He was waiting for God to speak to him. Sit quietly with children for a minute or two, and then say: I don't hear God, do you? I'm going to go out and check to see if God's there.
Leave the cave and start the fan. Encourage kids to join you outside. Say: Look, there's a strong wind. But God's not in the wind. Let the fan blow for another minute, and then turn it off and lead kids back into the cave.

God wasn't in the wind, so Elijah continued to wait for God's voice. Sit quietly for another minute, and then say: I don't hear God's voice, do you? I'm going to go out and check to see if God's there.
Leave the cave and begin shaking the poster board and stomping your feet. Encourage kids to join you outside. Say: There's an earthquake! (Act as if the ground were shaking, and encourage kids to pretend, too.) But God's not in the earthquake. Continue to shake the poster board and pretend the ground is shaking for a few more seconds. Then lead kids back into the cave.

God wasn't in the earthquake, so Elijah continued to wait for God's voice. Sit quietly for a minute, and then say: I don't hear God's voice, do you? I'm going to go out and check to see if God's there.
Leave the cave and begin waving the red crepe paper. Encourage kids to join you outside. Give each child a streamer, and tell students to twirl and wave their red streamers in the air. Say: There's a fire out here! But God's not in the fire. Continue waving the red streamers for a few seconds. Then lead kids back into the cave.

God wasn't in the fire either, so Elijah continued to wait for God's voice. Sit quietly for a minute, and then say: I don't hear God's voice, do you? I'm going to go out and check to see if God's there.
Leave the cave and begin rubbing your hands together to make a whisper sound. Say: Come out, come out! God is here in the sound of a gentle whisper. Encourage kids to come out and make the whisper sound, too. Elijah heard God's voice in the sound of a gentle whisper. God told Elijah to go back to Ahab and Jezebel and that God would take care of him.
Encourage kids to sit down in a circle. Say: God was with Elijah on the mountain, and[image: image26.png]


God is with us always, too.
Ask: • How was God with Elijah on the mountain?
• When are some times you knew God was with you?
• How can you trust that God is with you this week?
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