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What if Job had known he was being tested? Would he have been as loyal to God had he known the conversation God had with Satan? Perhaps he would've been even stronger. The important part of this story is that Job didn't know fully what was happening to him and why, so he saw no other choice but to rely on God's strength.

Find something silly you can wear around your neck during this lesson, something that represents your reliance on God. Perhaps you can wear a giant plastic frog (to stand for "Fully Relying On God") or an orange juice can (to stand for how God gives you your recommended daily allowance of strength). At the end of your lesson, reveal to kids what the meaning of your necklace is to show them that in everything, including the bad things that happen to us, God has plans that we may not fully understand in this lifetime.

Key Scriptures

Job 1:6-22; 42:10-17
Isaiah 40:31
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"Those who trust in the Lord will find new strength"
(Isaiah 40:31).
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• Allergy Alert •

Bible Experience

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


God helps us when we're hurting.
Objective: Children will see how Job depended on God.
Supplies:
Bible

small drinking cups

animal crackers

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Recruit a volunteer to take children's cups away from them at the appropriate time and to add 12 more animal crackers to each cup.

Say: Our Bible story today is about a man named Job. He is described as being "blameless-a man of complete integrity. He feared God and stayed away from evil" (Job 1:1). Job wanted to please God.
God had blessed Job with many wonderful things. He had a big family and lots of servants. Job also had a lot of animals. We're going to take a little inventory of what Job had. Give each child a small drinking cup. Job had seven thousand sheep. Give each child seven animal crackers, but tell them not to eat them yet. Job had three thousand camels. Give children three more crackers. And Job had hundreds of oxen and donkeys. Give children two more crackers. Now that's a lot of animals! God had really blessed him. Remind children not to eat the snacks yet.

Satan gets jealous that someone would want to obey God and not him. What do you think Satan would try to do with people like Job?
Read aloud Job 1:6-22. Say: Satan thought that if Job were to lose everything, he would lose his faith in God, too. But God knew that Job would stand strong. Satan took away almost everything Job had. He took away his children and his livestock. Have the volunteer take away the cups from the children. What do you think Job's response was?
Read aloud Job 1:21-22. Say: Job didn't blame God at all! Job knew that it was God who gave him everything to begin with, and God would help him when he was hurting. So Job praised God.
Job continued to trust God, even though he suffered for a really long time. Job learned what we can know today, too: [image: image8.png]


God helps us when we're hurting.
Read aloud Job 42:10-17. God gave back to Job even more than Job had before! Have your volunteer redistribute the cups with twice as many animal crackers to the children. At the end of his life, Job had thousands of animals, including sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys-plus seven sons and three daughters. And Job lived another 140 years!
God promises that he will help us in hard times, too. Read aloud Isaiah 40:31. God promises that if we place our hope in him when we're suffering, as Job did, he will help us and give us strength.
Pray together, asking God to give children the strength of Job when they are hurting. Allow children to eat their crackers.
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Use "All His Promises" it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry: Old Testament to help reinforce the Bible Point, God helps us when we're hurting.

Help kids realize that God's promises are valid anytime, not just when we hurt.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Guidance

Prayer

Sin
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• No Prep •

Healing Job, Healing Us

Objective: Children will use bandages and see how God heals us.
Supplies:
1 adhesive bandage for each child

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Choose one child to be Job. Number off the rest of the children from one to seven. Have "Job" stand at one end of the room and the rest of the class stand at the other end. Place a pile of adhesive bandages next to Job.

Call off a number from one to seven in random order. Every child with that number will run to Job, open a bandage, and place it somewhere on Job-but not on his face. When all seven numbers have been called, call the numbers at random again, and let children run to remove the bandages. After Job is "healed," let someone else be Job. After the game, ask:

• How do you think Job felt when he was suffering?
• How do you think Job felt when God cared for him?
• How do you feel when God helps you?
Have children share stories of God healing them or someone they know at a time they were hurting.
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Comfort Bags

Objective: Children will make comfort bags to represent God's comfort.
Supplies:
Precut felt squares

permanent markers (Sharpies work best on felt)

low-temperature glue gun or fabric glue

uncooked rice

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Set out the supplies. You'll need one felt square per child.

Tell children to fold a piece of felt in half and press it down with their hands. With the felt still folded, have kids use permanent markers to write "God is with me" on them. Then have them turn over the folded felt and write their names on the backs.

Show kids how to glue down two sides of the felt, leaving one end open. Wait until the glue is cool, and then help children carefully fill their bags half or two-thirds full with rice. Help them glue the bags closed. When kids are finished, review the Bible story from Job 1:6-22.

Say: Your bag is called a comfort bag because if your mom or dad puts it in the microwave, it will get warm and comforting. You can snuggle with it or put it around your neck and relax. When you feel the warmth, remember that God is with you. When it's hot outside, put your comfort bag in the freezer, and it will cool you off. It will remind you that God helps you when you're hurting, as he helped Job.
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• No Prep •

Shout It Out!

Objective: Children will give their feelings of pain and hurt to God.
Supplies:
Bibles

paper plates

markers

tape

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Have children form pairs, and give each person a paper plate and a marker. Say: Think about a time you faced a difficult or unfair situation. On your paper plate, draw a picture of how you felt.
Have children read Isaiah 40:31. Encourage kids to write on the blank side of their paper plates how this verse helps their situation.

Ask: • What does this verse tell us about God's care during tough times?
• Is there any good in the bad things that happen? Explain.
Say: When things are bad, God doesn't desert us. Instead, he offers his listening ear. When we feel like yelling at God, this verse can help us stop and remember how God helps us when we hurt.
Have kids roll up their paper plates into megaphone shapes and tape the plates. If you can go outside, allow kids to find their own personal space.

Say: Let's talk to God like Job did. Yell out your concerns. Be honest with him.
Let kids yell at the top of their lungs. Close your prayer with kids holding up their megaphones to their ears so they can listen for God's response.
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• For Family Ministry •

• Please Insert Proper Symbol For The Fraction •

Job's Wheel

Objective: Children will tell about how God gave Job strength.
Supplies:
Bible

paper plates

markers

safety scissors

hole punch

brass fasteners

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: For younger children, write the words of Job 1:22 on the plates before class.

Give each child a paper plate, and show kids how to fold them into four equal sections. After folding the plates, have children open up their plates and write in the center the words from Job 1:22.

In the top left section of the plate, have each child write the number 1 and draw oxen and donkeys. In the top right, have the children write the number 2 and draw camels and a servant. In the bottom left part of the plate, have kids write a number 3 and draw a house. And in the bottom right, have them write a number 4 and draw a picture of Job.

After the drawings are complete, have each child cut the plate apart on the folds and place all four sections on top of each other in numerical order. Then, using a hole punch, have each child make a hole 1/4 inch from the corner, through all sections of the plate, and place a fastener through the hole.

Have children practice fanning open the plate one picture at a time. As you tell the following story, have kids pray appropriately.

Say: Many bad things happened to Job. First, evil people came and stole his oxen and donkeys and killed his servants. Have children show Section 1 and pray for someone who has experienced loss. Then his camels were stolen, and the servants caring for them were killed. Have children open their plates to Section 2 and pray for a victim of crime. Next, Job's house fell down, and his seven children were killed. Have children open their plates to Section 3 and pray for a victim of disaster. After all of that happened, Job got sick and almost died. Have children open their plates to Section 4 and pray for someone who is sick. All of these bad things happened to Job. But the Bible tells us: Have children read the scripture on their plates.

Have kids take their plates home to tell their parents the story of Job.
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Children will use these outreach trips to comfort others.

Hope for Hospital Patients

Have children write "Isaiah 40:31" on bandages and hand them out to hospital patients.

Safe-House Friendships

Have kids decorate plain white T-shirts to distribute to kids who live at safe houses. They can write a prayer on the shirt, write "Trust in Jesus," or draw pictures of themselves with "I'm praying for you" written underneath.

Movie Time

Have kids invite to a movie friends who might not otherwise be able to go. Before the movie starts, ask pairs to share a prayer of hope.

Healing Foods

Have children collect cans of chicken soup. Before they donate them to a food bank, have them write "God heals" on the cans.
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• For Small Groups •

Mysterious Ways

Objective: Children will experiment with the principle of inertia.
Supplies:
Bible

chair with wheels

3 or 4 large books

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Stack the large books on the seat of the chair with wheels.

Read aloud from Job 1:6-22; 42:10-17. Say: This experiment will help us understand some of the amazing ways God displays his power.
Bring out the wheeled chair stacked with books, and ask for a volunteer. Ask the class:

• What do you think will happen to these books if my volunteer moves the chair forward really fast and then stops it? Why?
Have the volunteer try this. The books will keep moving after the chair stops, and they'll fall off the chair onto the floor.

Ask: • Why didn't the books stop when the chair stopped?
• What stopped them?
Say: Nothing starts moving or stops moving in God's universe unless something makes it move or stop moving. This property of matter is called inertia. Everything in the universe is made of matter. If something moves, it's because something else made it move. It will keep moving until something else acts on it, or intervenes, to stop it.
We push and pull ourselves to get out of bed, to go to school, to kick a ball, to write a sentence, to type on a computer, or to tie our shoes.
God intervened so that Job, who was a faithful servant, could prosper.
Ask: • Can you think of a time you saw an example of inertia? Explain.
• Can you think of a time you saw God intervene to change inertia?
Say: Something that hurts us can cause inertia in the wrong direction-we might become bitter or angry. But if we follow God, he intervenes and stops the hurt.
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Job Tested

Bible Point:[image: image28.png]


God helps us when we're hurting.
Supplies:
Bible

several plastic animals

several plastic people figures

adhesive bandage

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Set out several plastic animals and toy people figures. Designate one toy person to be Job.

God Helps Job

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Job 1, and show children the words. Say: Satan is a bad angel who tried to trick people to make them stop being friends with God. One day Satan decided he would trick Job into being mad at God by hurting Job. Satan thought that maybe Job would be so mad and sad that he would decide God wasn't any good anymore.
Let's help Job stay true to God and remember that God helps us when we're hurting by shouting, "God helps us when we're hurting!" to Job at different times throughout the Bible story. Practice a few times with the children.

First, Satan tried to hurt Job by sending bad people to come and hurt his oxen and donkeys and the servants who took care of those animals. Take away a third of the plastic animals, and set them behind you so kids can't see them. Job was sad, but he kept loving God, and God helped him feel better. Encourage kids to shout, "God helps us when we're hurting!"

Next, Satan tried to hurt Job by sending a fire from the sky that hurt Job's sheep and his servants. Take away another third of the animals and a third of the toy people. Job was sad, but he kept loving God, and God helped him feel better. Encourage kids to shout, "God helps us when we're hurting!"

Next, Satan hurt Job by sending mean people to hurt all of Job's camels and servants. Take away the last of the animals and another third of the toy people. Job was sad, but he kept loving God, and God helped him feel better. Encourage kids to shout, "God helps us when we're hurting!"

Then Satan saw that he couldn't trick Job into hating God, so he knocked down a house where all of Job's children were eating. All of Job's children died. Take away the last of the toy people-be sure to leave the Job figure. Job was sad, but he kept loving God, and God helped him feel better. Encourage kids to shout, "God helps us when we're hurting!"

Satan tried one last time to trick Job into hating God. Satan gave Job painful sores and bumps all over his body. Put an adhesive bandage on the Job figure. Job was sad, but he kept loving God, and God helped him feel better. Encourage kids to shout, "God helps us when we're hurting!"

Even though Satan took away everything Job had and made Job sick, Job kept loving God. God saw that Job kept loving him, even when it was hard.
God helped Job and made Job feel better. God gave Job gold, animals, servants, and best of all, 10 wonderful children for Job to love! Put all of the plastic figures back in front of you. God helped Job when he was hurting, and Job chose to keep loving God even when it was hard. [image: image29.png]


God will help us when we're hurting, too. And we can always choose to love God!
Ask: • When have you felt sick or sad?
• How has God helped you feel better when you were hurting?
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