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Very little is written in the Bible about Jesus as a boy. The trip to Jerusalem reveals the young boy's love and zeal for his heavenly Father and a great desire to be where people were growing in the knowledge of God. We often focus on Jesus' life as an adult, but we can also learn from his habits as a child.

Children may perceive that the things of God are only for adults to know. Help your students learn a message that even the youngest kids can understand: Jesus is special.

Key Scripture

Luke 2:41-52
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"All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers"
(Luke 2:47).
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• No Prep •

Bible Experience

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


Jesus is special.
Objective: Children will draw pictures of Jesus at the Temple.
Supplies:
Bible

paper

markers

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Give each child a sheet of paper and a marker. Say: Listen as I tell the Bible story. I'll stop occasionally and let you draw pictures about the story. You'll have to draw quickly! Show children Luke 2:41-52. Then begin. At a certain time each year, all the Jewish people gathered in Jerusalem for Passover: a celebration of song, dance, feasting, and praise.
When Jesus was 12, he and his family traveled to Jerusalem as usual to celebrate Passover. There was a large group of people because many of Jesus' relatives and neighbors traveled with them. They didn't have cars, so they spent many days walking.
Ask: • When you take vacations, what kinds of things do you do to make the time pass more quickly?
Give kids a moment to draw pictures of Jesus' family traveling.

Say: When they finally arrived, they celebrated with food and friends and worshipped God in the Temple. When the feast was over, Jesus' family and friends began the journey home. But when Mary and Joseph went to look for Jesus, he was nowhere to be found!
Ask: • How do you think parents feel when they can't find their child?
Give kids a moment to draw a picture of Mary and Joseph looking for Jesus.

Say: Mary and Joseph quickly hurried back to Jerusalem. They hunted for Jesus for three days before they finally found him. Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple, listening to the teachers and asking them many questions. Everyone who heard Jesus could tell that he was special. Luke 2:47 tells us: "All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers." His parents said, "Jesus, we couldn't find you anywhere." Jesus replied, "Of course I would have been here, in my Father's house."
Ask: • Why do you think Jesus chose to go to the Temple?
Give kids a moment to draw Jesus in the Temple.

Say: Jesus returned home with his parents and obeyed them. Jesus learned more and more, and God was very pleased with him.
Give kids time to share their drawings. Then say: We can tell that [image: image8.png]


Jesus is special because early on he had a strong thirst for God's knowledge. Even as a child he understood that we can never know enough about God!
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Use "Wonderful" it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry: Old Testament to help reinforce the Bible Point, [image: image11.png]


Jesus is special.
Remind children that the word special has many meanings when it's used for describing Jesus. Help children know all the special relationships Jesus has in their lives.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Discipleship

Parents

Praise
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• No Prep •

School Moves and Sounds

Objective: Children will pantomime and make school sound effects.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask kids to sit in a circle. Read aloud Luke 2:40, 46-47. Ask kids to think of ways they're growing in their skills and in wisdom. One at a time, have kids act out skills while the others guess what they're demonstrating. For example, a child could pretend to write, read, do math, kick a ball, or sing.

After each child has had a chance, say: Those are fun things to remember about school! Jesus probably went to a school at his synagogue (a Jewish church). I bet Jesus had some fun school memories, too.
Ask children to turn to a friend and answer this question:

• What's special about you at school? Maybe it's that you smile a lot or that you read a lot of books. Share what's special about you with your friend.
After children talk for a minute or two, ask them to discuss:

• What's special about Jesus?
After they talk for a minute or two, say: Jesus is special because he's God's Son. But he's also special because he's our friend!
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• Prepare in Advance •

• Please Insert Proper Symbol for the Fraction •

Jesus Medallions

Objective: Children will design medallions to show how special Jesus is.
Supplies:
frozen-juice can lids

pencils

scrap wood

nails

hammers

acrylic paints

paint shirts

paintbrushes

colored felt

leather lace

Time: 20 to 25 minutes

Preparation: Collect lids from juice cans (the kind that come off with plastic strips) and one nail for each student. Cut a 20-inch leather lace piece for each child.

Give each child a pencil and a can lid. Instruct kids to draw simple designs on their can lids. Explain that kids will be making medallions for Jesus because Jesus is special. Ask children to make their designs symbolize something that's special about Jesus. For instance, they could draw a cross because Jesus died on the cross for us-that's special! Or they could draw a smile because Jesus gives us special joy.

Then show children how to lay the lids on blocks of scrap wood and nail holes in the lids to outline the designs. The nail holes should be about 1/4 inch apart. When they've outlined their designs, kids may paint over them with acrylic paints.

While the paint is drying, have kids trace around the can lids on pieces of colored felt. Show them how to cut out the felt circles and glue them to the back of the lids-the side the nails have been punched through. This will cover any sharp edges and allow a bit of color to peek through the holes. Then have kids use the nails to make holes in the top of their medallions and tie leather laces through them.

Have an awards ceremony including each child with his or her medallion for Jesus. Read aloud Luke 2:47, and tell kids that they can wear their Jesus medallions in honor of how special he is.
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• For Small Groups •

• No Prep •

Whaddya Know?

Objective: Children will learn the importance of listening and learning.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Ask kids to talk about some of their favorite things that they've learned so far in school or that their parents have taught them. Then say: What cool things you've learned! Did you know that Jesus was a learner, too? Read aloud Luke 2:46 and say: The Bible says that Jesus listened to the teachers and asked them questions.
Let's do a simple activity. Find a partner and try to teach your partner the favorite thing you've learned. When I say "Go!" both of you will try to teach your favorite thing to your partner. But you must talk at the same time. Ready? Go! Give the children a minute to try to teach their partners.
Ask: • Did you feel that your partner was listening to you? Explain.
• Why is listening an important part of learning?
• What's one way you can listen to God?
• What's one way you can learn more about God?
Say: The Bible says that when Jesus was a boy, he learned many things. Jesus is special: He was a listener, a learner, and a teacher! He learned and taught others at the same time because he set an example of good behavior.
Ask: • What are you learning about God?
• In what ways are you teaching others about God because of how you treat people?
Close in prayer, asking God to help kids to be good listeners and good learners.
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Household Hallelujahs

Objective: Children will use everyday items to pray.
Supplies:
tray

various household items

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: Set out on a tray household items, such as a fingernail file, a blunt knife, a pen, an eraser, a spoon, safety scissors, a bar of soap, a flashlight or candle, a crayon, a cookie cutter, a spatula, and salt and pepper shakers.

Have kids form pairs and sit in a circle. Pass the tray around, and have each pair take an item and use it as a way to offer praise for one special thing about Jesus. For instance, if they choose the flashlight, they might pray, "Jesus, thank you for being the light of the world."

When everyone has thought of a prayer, pass the tray around the circle again. Have each pair offer its prayer, place its item back on the tray, and then pass the tray to the next pair. Encourage kids to use this prayer idea with their families.
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Movie Clip: Tarzan
Movie Title:Tarzan (1999) (G)

Start Time: 9 minutes

Where to Begin: As the male gorilla approaches, Terk hands the baby to Kala and says, "Her's going to be its mother now."

Where to End: The song ends and Tarzan and the mother gorilla go to sleep.

Plot: A mother gorilla's baby is killed, so the saddened gorilla adopts an orphaned human baby as her own. Tarzan becomes a very special baby.

Review: From the moment of Jesus' birth, Mary must have had those same feelings that the mother gorilla had for Tarzan.

Discussion

After setting up the clip, say: When we treasure something, it becomes very special to us. Let's watch a clip from Tarzan and see what becomes very special to a gorilla. Show the clip, and then ask:

• Why was Tarzan so special to this gorilla?
• How is that like your being special to your mom or dad?
• How is that also like Jesus' being special to his mother, Mary?
• How is Jesus special to you?
Say: Jesus was special to his mother, but he's even more special because he's God's Son. God sent Jesus to earth to die for our sins. That very special baby would grow to be the man who would give us eternal life.
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Joyful Noises

Objective: Children will make instruments to help them worship Jesus.
Supplies:
paper plates

dry beans

stapler

hole punch

curling ribbon

spoons

bows

markers (optional: wrapping paper

old keys

jingle bells

hard candies

candy canes

glitter glue)

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Set out all of the materials.

Allow children to create their own unique tambourines with the materials provided. Encourage kids with the following ideas:

Fold a paper plate in half, pour in dry beans, and then staple the edges shut.

Place two paper plates together, and punch holes around the edge. Weave ribbon through the holes, and then pour in hard candies or dry beans. Finish weaving and tie off the ribbon.

Punch holes around the edge of a paper plate, and then tie jingle bells or old keys to each hole. Kids can tap this "tambourine" with a candy cane "drumstick."

Allow children to decorate their instruments with any items you've brought in. Have children each come up with their own simple song that's called "Jesus Is Special" and play that song on their instruments.
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• No Prep •

Jesus at the Temple

Bible Point:[image: image29.png]


Jesus is special.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

Where Is Jesus?

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Luke 2, and show children the words. Say: This Bible story is about Jesus when he was a 12-year-old boy. Let's act out the story together. Encourage preschoolers to repeat your words and actions to this fun drama.

I'm Mary, Jesus' mom.(Pretend to cradle a baby in your arms.)
I'm Joseph, Jesus' dad.(Stand with your hands on your hips.)
We're taking Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover feast.(Walk in place.)
It's time to get some sleep!(Lay your head on your hands.)
We must keep traveling to Jerusalem.(Walk in place.)
In Jerusalem we celebrate the Passover.(Clap your hands.)
It's time to go back home.(Pretend to pack things up.)
Where is Jesus?(Put your hands over your eyebrows, as if searching.)
We must find him!(Walk in place.)
We looked for Jesus for three days!(Hold up three fingers.)
Jesus is in God's house, talking to the teachers.(Make praying hands, and then cup your hands around your mouth.)
We told him we were worried!(Put your hands on your cheeks, and shake your head back and forth.)
Jesus explained he wanted to talk about God.(Stretch your hands outward.)
It's time for Jesus to go back home with us.(Walk in place.)
Jesus obeyed us, and he grew up to be wise.(Squat, and then stand up slowly with your finger to your temple.)
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Jesus is special because he is God's Son. When he went to the Temple, he was only 12 years old, but he was teaching the leaders at the Temple, and they were much older than he was! God helped Jesus to be loving and wise. God can help you, too!Ask: • Why was Jesus special?
• How can you follow Jesus and be like him?
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