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No matter how scared Daniel might've been when he chose certain death over defying God, he did it. No matter how easy it would've been to give up praying, Daniel kept praying. No matter how jealous the others were, Daniel never buckled under their pressure. No matter what, Daniel followed God with great strength and great pleasure from his very soul.

Teach kids that when they feel the passion for God that Daniel felt, following God no matter what isn't just a stay in a lions' den-it's a walk in the park!

Key Scriptures

Psalm 19:7
Daniel 6:1-23
3 John 11
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"The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul"
(Psalm 19:7).
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Bible Experience

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


Follow God no matter what.
Objective: Children will make lion faces as they listen to Daniel's story.
Supplies:
Bible

paper plates

colored paper

tape

safety scissors

markers

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Set out supplies to make a paper lion's face.

Say: Lions can be pretty scary, and lions play an important role in our Bible story today. As I tell the story, you can make a lion's face. Select some colored paper to cut into strips. Tape them to one side of the paper plate for a mane, and then flip it over and draw a lion's face on the other side. Add to your mane if you still have more paper. Open your Bible to Daniel 6:1-23, and show children the passage. Let kids start their lion faces.

Daniel was good at being a leader, so King Darius put him in charge of the whole kingdom. The other leaders were jealous of Daniel. They tried to make Daniel look bad, but they didn't succeed. They knew Daniel loved God and prayed every day. So they convinced Darius to make a law saying that no one could pray to any god or man except the king. Anyone found praying would be thrown into the lions' den.
Daniel continued to worship. Tell your partner some ways you can worship God like Daniel did.
After kids have shared, say: When the men saw Daniel praying, they told the king. The king was upset because he couldn't change the law, but he didn't want to punish Daniel. Reluctantly, the king threw Daniel into the lions' den. The king said, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" Then men covered the mouth of the den with a stone.
Find a volunteer to play Daniel. If kids are finished with their lion faces, have them hold up the faces and surround Daniel.

Say: Close your eyes and imagine you're all alone in a dark place. You hear the sound of lions' paws walking across the room. You hear the sound of rumbling growls. Then (pause) it's very quiet-all-night-long.
Have kids open their eyes. Tell them that it is now morning, and Daniel has made it through the night. Say: Daniel reported to the king that angels had shut the mouths of the lions and that he was unharmed. Daniel had followed God even when it was difficult, and God had protected him! Just like Daniel, we must [image: image8.png]


follow God no matter what.
Have kids discuss these questions with their partners:

• Do you think it was hard for Daniel to do what God wanted, even though he knew he'd be thrown to the lions? Why or why not?
• Do you think it's hard for you to do what God wants, no matter what? Why or why not?
Say: Daniel did what God wanted, and God protected him in a miraculous way. And you know what? God will protect you, too!
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Armor of God

Faith

Guidance

Prayer
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Daniel in the Lions' Den

Objective: Children will act like lions creeping up on Daniel and realize that they don't need to fear any danger with God.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Clear a large playing area.

Open a Bible to Daniel 6, and tell kids about how God protected Daniel in the lions' den. Then choose one child to be Daniel, and have "Daniel" stand on one side of the room. Ask the other children to be lions and stand on the other side of the room.

Say: When I say, "Daniel in the lions' den," Daniel, turn your back so you can't see the lions. Lions, quietly creep up and touch Daniel's shoulder before he hears you. Daniel, if you hear a noise, turn around and point to the lion who made the noise. Then that lion will go back to the starting place, and everyone will say, "God protects Daniel!" Daniel, if a lion actually touches you, turn around, give the lion a hug, and say, "God protects me!" Ready? Daniel in the lions' den!
Play several rounds, and have the hugged lions become the next Daniels. At the end of the game, discuss the following questions:

• How did Daniel know that God would protect him from the lions?
• Why does God protect us?
Say: God protects Daniel, and he protects us, too. That's why we should always follow God. No matter what happens, God protects us.
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• Prepare in Advance •

Daniel's Lions

Objective: Children will make lion keepsakes to remind them to follow God no matter what.
Supplies:
Bible

craft sticks

low-temperature glue gun

brown felt

safety scissors

paintbrushes, yellow paint

yellow craft foam or yellow construction paper

brown fabric paint

Time: 20 to 30 minutes

Preparation: Set up two separate work stations: the paints and brushes at the first, and all other supplies at the second. Cut a 1x8-inch strip of felt for each child.

Show kids how to lay six craft sticks side by side, horizontally, to create the lion's body. Next, show them how to glue a craft stick onto the back of each end, going vertically, connecting the ends of the six sticks together. The top of each vertical stick should be even with the top of the body, and the remaining end of the stick will make a leg. Have children each break a stick in half to make a tail and then glue it to the backside of the back leg. While the glue dries, have each child use scissors to cut a fringe of brown felt to be fur on the lion, and set it aside.

Let children paint the sticks yellow. While the paint is drying, have them each cut a yellow foam circle about 3 inches in diameter to create the lion's head. Show them how to glue the fringe around the lion's head and cut off the extra to save for the lion's tail. Then have children each paint on the lion's facial features with the brown paint and glue the whole head to the top right-hand corner of the body. Finally, children can glue on the extra fringe to the end of the tail.

Have the children form a circle on the floor. Read aloud Daniel 6:1-23. Then ask:

• Why was Daniel thrown in the lions' den?
• Besides being protected from the lions, what other good things happened because Daniel followed God?
Read aloud Psalm 19:7.

Ask: • How does following God revive your soul?
Say: Daniel was praying to God because it revived his soul. And God showed favor to Daniel for his loyalty by taming the lions. Just as Daniel followed God no matter what, we can, too. It will revive your soul!
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• Please Insert Proper Symbol for the Fraction •

Bible Application:

Objective: Children will make praying hands and learn about Daniel's prayers.
Supplies:
8 1/2x11-inch pieces of various flesh-colored construction paper

pencils

markers

light-colored paper scraps

glue sticks

sequins (optional)

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Fold each sheet of construction paper in half to make a card. You'll need one card per child. Set all other supplies on a table.

Give each child a card, and demonstrate how to place your hand on the paper so your thumb is flush with the fold. Help kids trace around their hands, with the fingers slightly apart. (Be sure to trace between their fingers, too.) Let kids turn their cards over and repeat the process, tracing the opposite hand.

Allow children to trace over the pencil lines with dark markers. Have children tear light-colored paper into small ovals and then glue them on for fingernails. Children may also want to draw rings and glue on a few sequins.

Have each child open his or her card and draw on the inside a picture of something he or she can pray about. Children might draw things they're thankful for or pictures of prayer requests.

When children have finished, read aloud Daniel 6:1-23. Then ask:

• Why did Daniel keep praying to God even when he knew he might get in trouble for doing so?
• What's one way that talking to God can help us to follow him?
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• Add "For Younger Children" Icon •

• Prepare in Advance •

Prayer Bracelets

Objective: Children will make prayer bracelets.
Supplies:
construction paper

scissors

markers

small blue

yellow

and black pompoms

shallow containers of glue

stapler or tape

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Cut construction paper into 2x6-inch strips.

Give each child a paper strip, and write his or her name on one side. Let kids dip and glue the pompoms to the paper strip. Direct children to make unique patterns as they use all three colors. Let the bracelets dry. Then wrap each child's bracelet around his or her wrist, and staple or tape it in place.

When everyone is finished, read aloud Daniel 6:1-23.

Ask: • Why do you think Daniel prayed three times each day?
• What kinds of things do you think Daniel talked to God about?
• What can you talk to God about?
Explain that the three colors on the bracelets are reminders to pray three times each day. Yellow is for prayer in the morning, when the sun comes up. Blue is for prayer at noon, when the sky is bright. Black is for prayer at night.

Have children pretend it's first morning, and then noon, and then night, and have them pray three times, just as Daniel did. Remind them that prayer helps us to [image: image19.png]


follow God no matter what.
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• No Prep •

I Will Follow

Objective: Children will share ways they can follow God in worship.
Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Supplies:
Bible

a CD player

worship music

Preparation: none

Gather children together, and then read aloud 3 John 11.

Ask: • Who are the best people to follow? Why are they the best?
• What are some ways we can follow God?
Teach children the words to the worship song you've chosen. Then have children form four groups. Have each group come up with a creative way to move around the room in time to the music. Children might take giant steps, walk sideways, or combine backward and forward steps.

Lead children in singing the song again, but have each group take turns leading others around the room in their chosen manner.
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• Add "Student Led" Icon •

Acrostics

For this activity, you'll need paper, pens, and a Bible.

Form groups of four or five, and give each group paper and pens. Have groups write acrostics from the word LION. Have them read Psalm 19:7 and base their messages on what Psalm 19:7 says. They might write:

Love God always.

I will follow!

Obey God's rules.

No Matter What!

After groups have written and shared the acrostics, read aloud Daniel 6:1-23. Form different groups of four or five, and have groups discuss these questions:

• Why did Daniel have such a passion for God?
• How did his passion help him follow God no matter what?
• What are some ways you can have a passion for God?
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• No Prep •

Daniel in the Lions' Den

Bible Point:[image: image26.png]


Follow God no matter what.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: none

Hungry Lions

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Daniel 6, and show children the words. Choose one child to be Daniel, one child to be the king, and two children to be Daniel's enemies. The rest of the children can pretend to be lions. Start the game with "Daniel" on one side of the room, the two "enemies" on the opposite side of the room, and the "king" in between. Encourage the rest of the children to get down on all fours and prowl around the room, roaring and smacking their lips in hunger as you tell the story. Encourage children to say, "Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar" with you each time.

Say: Daniel knew how important it was to pray.(Direct Daniel to get on his knees and pray.)
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
But some people didn't like Daniel.(Have the enemies fold their arms on their chests and scowl at Daniel.)
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
They planned a way to get rid of Daniel.(The enemies huddle together and whisper.)
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
Three times a day, Daniel got down on his knees and prayed.(Daniel gets up and then kneels back down three times.)
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
The enemies tricked the king with their plan.(The enemies go to the king and whisper in his ear. Then they return to their side.)
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
The king said no one could pray to God for 30 days,(have the king shake his finger at everyone)but
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
Daniel's enemies told the king that Daniel didn't obey,(the enemies go to the king and point to Daniel)but
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
Daniel's enemies threw him in the lions' den,(the enemies move Daniel to the middle of the lions and have him sit down)but
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
Daniel's in the lions' den!
Daniel still prayed, and the lions did roar.
God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions so they wouldn't eat Daniel. Daniel followed God even though he knew he would get in trouble. And God took care of Daniel. We can [image: image27.png]


follow God no matter what, just like Daniel did!
Ask: • Why did Daniel pray even though the king said not to?
• How can you choose to follow God like Daniel did?
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