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There's no tougher situation than to find yourself standing in the middle of a fire that's been heated up seven times. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego lived through it-with God's help.

Use these lessons as a training program for your students so your kids remember that the next time they have to stand strong for their faith, they'll do so under God's protection.

Key Scriptures

Daniel 3:1-12; 19-27
Proverbs 14:12
1 Corinthians 16:13
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"Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong"
(1 Corinthians 16:13).
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• No Prep •

No Matter What!

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


God helps us stand for what is right.
Objective: Children will learn how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood up for God in the face of danger and fear.
Supplies:
Bible

handful of play money or real money

toy

bag from a fast-food restaurant

picture of a famous person

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Read this story from Daniel 3:1-12, 19-27. Have kids follow your directions. Say: A long time ago a king made a golden statue. He wanted people to worship the statue. He had musicians play in its honor, and he told his people to bow to the statue every time they were near it. Have everyone bow low and "play" musical instruments.

Well, three men named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood up for God and said, "No way. We won't bow to a statue. We worship God, no matter what!" Have everyone stand tall and say, "Worship God no matter what!" and then sit down again.

We don't bow to golden statues, but we might forget God sometimes. The Bible instructs us to stand up for God as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did. God helped them stand for what was right. And [image: image8.png]


God helps us stand for what is right, too. First Corinthians 16:13 says, "Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong."
Let's see some things people might think of before God. Each time I show you something, stand up tall and say, "Worship God no matter what!" and then sit down again. Bring out a handful of play money, and let kids respond. Do the same with a toy, the bag, and the picture. Affirm kids as they stand up for God.

The king was mad at Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so he threw them into a fire. Have kids all yell out, "Ouch!" But God protected them, and they didn't get burned. In fact, they didn't even smell like smoke!
Read aloud 1 Corinthians 16:13. Say: These men were strong and courageous and stood firm. We can ask God to help us stand for what's right. He will keep us standing strong, and he will keep us safe as we do so.
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Use "So Do Not Fear" it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry: Old Testament, to help reinforce the Bible Point, God helps us stand for what is right.

Encourage kids to remember this song if they ever have to stand up for what's right in the face of danger or fear.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Armor of God and Temptation.
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• Prepare in Advance •

• For Small Groups •

Safe and Dry

Objective: Children will relate the protection of umbrellas to the way God protects his children.
Supplies:
Bible

water balloons

child-safe umbrellas

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Fill balloons with water, and find an area outside to play this game.

Lead kids outdoors and have them form two groups. Give each member of one group a water balloon, and give each member of the other group an umbrella. Separate the groups by about 20 feet.

Say: The team with water balloons will try to get the other team wet. Balloon throwers must toss the balloons underhand! The other team will use their umbrellas to try to avoid getting wet. Nobody can move any closer together. Have courage, umbrella holders! Stand strong! The umbrellas will protect you!
Have teams begin. When half of the water balloons have been thrown, have teams switch roles. Then read aloud 1 Corinthians 16:13.

Ask: • What was it like to have an umbrella to protect you?
• When do you need to have courage in real life?
• How does God give you courage to stand for what's right?
Hold an umbrella over your head, and say: God helps us stand for what's right. No matter what balloons-er, situations-come our way!
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• Prepare in Advance •

Escape-the-Heat Potholder

Objective: Children will sew potholders as symbols of how God protected Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
Supplies:
Bible

cotton scrap material

felt or thicker material

embroidery thread

large-eyed embroidery needles

scissors

fabric paint or permanent markers

Time: 30 to 35 minutes

Preparation: Cut 6x6-inch squares of felt or thicker material, and 7x7-inch squares of scrap material. Each child needs two pieces of felt and two pieces of matching scrap material. Recruit adult volunteers to help with sewing.

Show each child how to center the two pieces of felt on the wrong side of one of the material pieces. Then have him or her place the second piece of material, wrong side down, on top, sandwiching the felt in between.

Help children push the threaded needle down through all four pieces of material, close to one of the corners, and pull the string through, leaving about a 1-inch tail. Then bring the needle back up through the four layers, close to the first entry point. Cut the string and tie the two strings into a firm knot. Do this at all four corners to hold the material together.

Rethread the needle with about 30 inches of thread, and tie a knot at one end. Show kids how to do a simple down-and-up stitch around the outside edge of the cloth to sew the two pieces of material together. Have them tie knots in the strings after they've sewn all four sides. Give children paint or markers to write "God Protects Us!" on the outside of the potholder.

Review the story from Daniel 3 and ask:

• Why did the men in the Bible story need protection?
• When are some times you might have to stand up for what's right?
• How can God protect you in those situations?
Say: If we take something hot from the oven, we trust a potholder to protect us from being burned. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego trusted God to protect them when they stood up for what was right. Close with the song "Trust and Obey" or "Jesus Loves Me" as the prayer for the day.
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• No Prep •

Forged Faith

Objective: Children will discuss times they stand up for what's right.
Supplies:
orange and blue construction paper

markers

scissors

tape

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Give each child one sheet of orange and one sheet of blue paper and markers. Say: Let's think of things that we know are wrong, like worshipping idols, hurting someone, or lying. Write one word that describes that wrong action on your orange paper. Then draw a flame around it and cut it out. Let kids make their flames and tape them to a wall or bulletin board.

Now think of things that God says are right-something that will help put out that flame! You might think of praising God or reading the Bible. Write one idea on the blue paper. Then draw a raindrop around it and cut it out. Let kids make their raindrops and tape them above the flames.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew God would protect them so long as they stood for what was right. And with God's help, they did! Whenever you're in a "flaming furnace," think of God's protection as raindrops that will help you put out the fire.
Let kids add to the flames and raindrops in the coming weeks, as they experience times they have to stand up for what's right.
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• No Prep •

Unison Prayers

Objective: Children will learn how to turn to God in tough times.
Supplies:
pens

paper

Time: up to 5 minutes

Preparation: none

Say: It's not always easy to say what's right when your friends think differently. But God can help you. Let's write prayers about this. Have each student think of a one- or two-sentence prayer and write it on a piece of paper.

With different voices around us telling us what to do, it's often difficult to make our voices heard. But God hears you, so you can always stand up for what's right.
Form a circle and have students read their prayers aloud at the same time to demonstrate their individuality, followed by "Amen" in unison.
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Stand Up!

Objective: Children will reenact the flaming furnace for worship.
Supplies:
chairs

CD of a dramatic movie score

CD player

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: Choose a dramatic music score from a movie such as Star Wars or Lord of the Rings.

Pile two or three chairs on top of each other to represent the golden statue. Choose one child to be the king. Have him stand proudly with his arms crossed. He'll point to the statue when you give the signal. Choose two or three children to be musicians and "trumpet" through cupped hands when you signal. Choose three children to be Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Have them stand up straight, link arms, and shake their heads "no" when you signal.

Have the rest of the children kneel in a semicircle to form the flaming furnace. Have them wave their arms in the air like flames when you signal.

When everyone is in place, play the movie score as kids reenact Daniel 3. Point to kids at the appropriate time for their part. When the story is finished, have all kids join you in the flaming furnace and stand up, linking arms. Remind children that [image: image24.png]


God helps us stand up for what's right. Turn the music down so it's playing softly, and begin a quiet time of worship for the God who protects us.
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• Prepare in Advance •

Rolling Uphill?

Objective: Children will see that God's way is the only right way, even when sometimes it appears otherwise.
Supplies:
Bible

2 stacks of books (1 about 6 inches high and the other about 1 foot high)

2 yardsticks

2 funnels of the same size

masking tape

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: Set the two stacks of books about 30 inches apart on the floor. Make a "track" by taping the two yardsticks together across one end. Put the taped end on the short stack. Spread the other end of the yardsticks apart, and put those ends on the taller stack. Make a "car" by taping the two funnels together at the large end. See the margin illustration (p. XX).

• Please Illustrate this in the Margin. See Attached Drawing •

Ask: • How do you know when to stand up for what's right?
Say: Let's do an experiment that shows us that sometimes wrong decisions might appear to be right. Have kids gather around the stacks of books, hold up the funnels, and ask:

• What do you think will happen when I put my "car" on this track close to the shorter stack of books? Explain.
Set the car on the track close to the shorter stack of books, and let the car go. It should move toward the taller stack of books.

Ask: • Why do you think the car moved up?
• Do you think the car really moved up?
Say: Gravity always pulls things down, so it's impossible for the car to move up. Why did the car look like it was rolling uphill? Roll the car again, letting the kids view the experiment from the side. Set the car on the bottom of the track again, and let it go. As the track got wider and wider, the center of the car got lower and lower. The car was really moving downhill when it looked like it was going uphill.
Ask: • How is this like bad choices in our lives that sometimes seem like the right decisions?
Read aloud Proverbs 14:12, and say: God's way is the only correct way, no matter what others say. The pressure to do the wrong thing may feel very strong, but remember: Things aren't always as they seem! God will help you stand up for what's right. Roll the car again as a reminder.
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• Prepare in Advance •

The Flaming Furnace

Bible Point:[image: image29.png]


We can stand up for God.
Supplies:
Bible

red crepe paper or strips of fabric

hula hoop

table

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Tie the red crepe paper or strips of fabric to the hoop. Save at least one red streamer for each child.

Standing Tall

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Daniel 3, and show children the words. Say: Our story is about three young men who were very brave and stood up for God. These three men were named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Ask three volunteers to pretend to be Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to stand next to the table. Ask the rest of the class to sit in front of the table, and give each child a red streamer.

The king told everyone to bow down before a god that wasn't the real, true God. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego loved God and said they would bow down and worship only the real God. This didn't make the king happy at all! In fact, he was so angry that he threw the three men into a fiery, hot furnace!
Have the three children step into the hoop and pull it up around their waists. Encourage the other children to stand up and march around the table, waving their "flames." Tell kids to make fire noises, such as "crackle, crackle." As kids march, choose one child to join the three children in the hoop.

Say: God took care of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. God even sent someone from heaven to help them! When the king looked into the furnace, he saw an extra person in the fire. Then the king understood that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego's God was the only real, true God!
Play this fun game to help children remember the Bible story. Choose three different children to be Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Have the three children step inside the hoop and hold the hoop at their waists so the "flames" are all around them. Choose one child inside the hoop to be the tagger. The tagger doesn't need to hold on to the hoop. The children inside the hoop must move together to help the tagger tag a fourth child with his or her hands. When the tagger tags someone, that child should climb inside the hoop. Then the four kids should immediately drop the hoop so that it falls around their legs. Then they should shout out this chant (encourage other kids to join in as well):

Nebuchadnezzar threw in three,
But I count four! How can that be?
One, two, three, four!
Come on out,
Let's play some more!
Choose three new children, and repeat the game.

Ask: • How do you think the three friends felt when God saved them?
• How can you stand up for God like the three friends did?
Say: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would worship only the true God. They did the right thing and stood up for God when they chose not to bow down to the fake god-even though they knew they'd get in trouble with the king. We can be brave and [image: image30.png]


stand up for God, too!
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