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The ancient Persian kingdom ruled by Xerxes (486-465 B.C.) was fraught with anti-Semitism. When the king wanted Esther as his queen, the Jewess was afraid of what would happen if her true identity were discovered. Her cousin told her not to say that she was Jewish. So when Esther became queen, she kept her heritage to herself. When the survival of the Jews was in doubt because of Haman's evil plot, God's purpose for Esther was suddenly crystal clear. Although attempting to save her people meant revealing her nationality and risking her life, Esther was brave. Jews still celebrate Purim to honor Esther's bravery.

Children can learn to be brave, too, when they understand that God has a purpose for everything that happens to and around them. God can use any of us to accomplish his purposes "for just such a time as this" (Esther 4:14).

Key Scriptures

Esther 2:1-18; 5:1-8
Ephesians 2:10
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"We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago"
(Ephesians 2:10).
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• No Prep •

Esther's Purpose

Bible Point:[image: image7.png]


God has a purpose for everything.
Objective: Children will learn that God had a purpose for Esther.
Supplies:
Bible

a piece of modeling dough for each child

Time: 10 to 15 minutes

Preparation: none

Say: I need help looking for things in this room that are useful. When you see something useful, point at it and freeze. I'll come around and unfreeze you, and then you tell us what you see that's useful and what it does.
After a few minutes, say: You've pointed to some useful items. But you're useful, too; I asked for help finding things, and you helped me.
Esther was a helpful woman. She became queen and eventually saved her people. Give each child a small piece of modeling dough, and say: I'll tell you the story of Esther, and you play with the dough while you listen.
Many Jews were being forced to live in another country. Esther and her cousin Mordecai were Jews. Mordecai raised Esther like a daughter.
When King Xerxes wanted a new queen, he called for a search throughout his kingdom. Esther, along with many other girls, was taken to the palace. Esther had many attractive features and pleased the king greatly. But Xerxes didn't know that she was Jewish.
Ask: • Have you ever done something that you thought was right but it was really scary? Explain.
Say: Mordecai wouldn't let Esther reveal her nationality because many people hated the Jews. So she prepared herself for the king. When a girl was chosen to present herself to him, it took a whole year to prepare! She was given seven maids and had 12 months of beauty treatments. Then Esther presented herself to the king and won his heart. The king of Persia chose Esther as his queen and declared a national holiday.
After the story, ask children to share what they sculpted with their dough. Follow up with questions about how what they sculpted might be useful.

Say: You used modeling dough to create some beautiful things. God used Esther to save the Jews, and God can use you to do good things, too.
Read aloud Ephesians 2:10. Say: [image: image8.png]


God has a purpose for everything, including your life! If you continue to do the good works God has prepared for you to do, he'll take care of you as he took care of Esther.
Encourage children to take their creations with them as reminders of everyone's purpose for God.
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Use "Let Us Worship" it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry: Old Testament, to help reinforce the Bible Point, God has a purpose for everything.

Kick off a full celebration of God's purpose. Have kids use noisemakers to get other classes or congregation members to worship with them.
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This lesson can be used to help children discover...

Encouragement

Joy

Praise
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• No Prep •

Who Will Lead?

Objective: Children will follow a leader and then switch and follow new leaders.
Supplies:
Bible

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: Ask two teenagers or adults to help, and show them ahead of time how to play the game.

Ask children to form a single-file line. Position one leader at the end of the line and another in the middle. Tell children to follow the leader who's holding up his or her hand.

Stand at the head of the line, and hold up your hand. You'll be the first leader, and the line will march behind you. Start walking slowly, and keep holding up your hand. Gradually increase your pace. After a minute of marching, lead kids in forming a circle so you're close to the leader you had placed at the end of the line. When you ask, "Who will lead?" have the leader at the end of the line hold up his or her hand as you take down yours.

Then step out of the line. That adult will become the new leader, and the kids will follow. Rejoin the line anywhere you'd like. After a few laps around the area, the new leader will ask, "Who will lead?" and the adult in the middle of the line will hold up a hand to become the third leader.

Help kids scramble into a line behind the third leader. Direct kids and send them after the new leader. Have kids move into a circle again, and slow the pace to cool down. Then sit in a circle, and discuss the following questions:

• How did you know whom to follow in this game?
• What was it like to follow new leaders?
Open your Bible to Esther 2:1-18. Say: The Bible tells us about King Xerxes, who chose a new queen to help him lead. Briefly tell kids how Queen Esther helped save her people.

Ask: • What was Esther's purpose?
Ask: • Do you think God has a purpose for everything? Why or why not?
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• Please Insert Proper Symbol for the Fractions •

• Prepare in Advance •

Gragers

Note: This is a craft for older children and requires close adult supervision.
Objective: Children will make colorful noisemakers.
Supplies:
flour

sugar

water

measuring cups

large pan or Dutch oven

spoon

pie tins

old newspaper

burned-out light bulbs

tempera paint

paintbrushes

Time: 30 to 35 minutes

Preparation: This craft requires two class sessions. Before this activity, make an easy papier-mâché paste at home. Mix 2 cups flour with 1/2 cup sugar in a large pan or Dutch oven. Stir in warm water until a paste forms. Then stir in 1/2 gallon of warm water. Stir over moderate heat until the mixture boils and becomes thick and clear. Remove from heat and stir in 2 cups cold water.

Place a few cups of the paste in several pie tins. Have children tear long, thin newspaper strips and pull the strips through the paste. Have kids cover burned-out light bulbs with four or five layers of wet newspaper strips and set them in a warm, sunny place to dry until your next class.

When the newspaper is completely dry, have children hit the gragers against the floor or a tabletop to break the glass inside. Caution children not to break through the papier-mâché layer, or glass will spill out. Then have kids paint their noisemakers with bright colors.

Say: It's hard to find a use for burned out bulbs. Usually we throw them away. But we found a use-to make instruments to worship God!
God used Esther to bring honor to himself, too. And God can use us to bring honor to God! We can be instruments of worship!
Have kids use their gragers as worship instruments as you sing together. Choose an upbeat song, and allow kids to accent the music with their gragers.
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• No Prep •

Important Letters

Objective: Children will reflect on the important people in their lives.
Supplies:
Bible

stationery

pencils

envelopes

Time: 5 to 10 minutes

Preparation: none

Read aloud Esther 2:1-18. Say: Because Esther was the queen, she saved her people from death. But without Mordecai's help, Esther might not have been brave enough to be queen. God had a purpose for Esther and Mordecai-he has a purpose for everything. Let's take some quiet time and think about the people we love and who love us.
Give each child a few sheets of stationery and a pencil. Ask kids to write a letter to someone who loves them, thanking them for carrying out God's work. After they finish, have children sit in a circle and lay their letters in the center. Pray: Dear God, we've placed letters to people we love in the center of this circle. Please help those we love and watch over them. Thank you for giving all of us a purpose. In Jesus' name, amen.
Encourage children to personally deliver their letters.
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Paper Palace

Objective: Children will turn a wall into a facade of Queen Esther's palace.
Supplies:
used paper

transparent tape or pushpins

black or brown crayons, (optional: cardboard wrapping-paper tubes and empty aluminum cans)

Time: 25 to 30 minutes

Preparation: Choose a small wall in your room to "build" on. You'll need a wall to which kids can safely attach transparent tape or pushpins.

Tell kids they'll be working together to build the front of a palace. Remind them that Esther went to live in a huge palace when she became queen. Set out the used paper and several rolls of transparent tape or several pushpins. Have kids lay each sheet against a wall or other rough surface and then rub a black or brown crayon across the paper for a textured look. Show kids how to hold the paper vertically, roll the paper so the ends just overlap, and then secure it with tape.

When kids have a good supply of paper rolls, show them how to tape or pin the rolls to the wall vertically to resemble columns of stone. Have kids plan the palace on a wall where there's a door and use cardboard wrapping-paper tubes as turrets. When kids have finished, they can stack or flatten empty aluminum cans and use them as decorations.

As you read Ephesians 2:10, have children walk through the "palace door" and be affirmed as children of God the king! You can use this as a commissioning service, sending kids into the world with a sense of their purpose.
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• Add Allergy Alert •

• Please Insert Proper Symbol for the Fraction •

• Add "For Younger Children" Icon •

Hamantaschen

Objective: Children will celebrate Esther's sweet victory with easy-to-make cookies.
Supplies:
margarine

powdered sugar

egg yolks

ice water

flour

apricot

jam

mixing bowls

mixing spoon

measuring cups and spoons

rolling pins

baking sheets

oven

colorful tissue paper

Time: 30 to 35 minutes

Preparation: Set out the ingredients for the recipe below. You'll need an area with an oven to bake this snack.

Say: We have a lot of different ingredients and kitchen tools here, but each one has a specific purpose in the recipe we're about to make. Plus, each one of you has a part to play, or a purpose, in making our cookies. Explain that kids will be making cookies to celebrate Esther's purpose. Have a child mix one stick of softened margarine with 4 tablespoons of powdered sugar. Choose another child to mix in two egg yolks and 3 tablespoons of ice water. The mixture will be lumpy; don't worry if the water doesn't mix in well.

Call on someone to measure out and add 1 1/2 cups of flour. Let kids take turns mixing the dough well. Divide the dough into 12 balls, and give one to each child. Have kids roll the dough into 4-inch circles and then spread a spoonful of apricot jam in the center. Show them how to fold up and pinch together three edges of the dough into the center of the cookie. Be sure they pinch the edges tightly; otherwise the cookies will flatten out when baking.

Bake the cookies in a 350-degree oven for 10 to 12 minutes. When done, the cookies should be golden brown. Have kids wrap the cookies in colorful tissue paper and present the sweet gifts to each other. As they give the gifts to each other, have kids say, "God has a purpose for you-rejoice!"

Plan a joyful feast. Sing praise songs, serve Hamantaschen, and share some examples of people and their purpose in life. Then have kids share what they think God's purpose is for them.
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King's Scepter

Objective: Children will carefully watch the king's scepter and develop quick reactions.
Supplies:
Bible

baton or stick

paper crown or hat

Preparation: Clear a playing area.

Have kids think of something that happened to them this week. Tell them to not say their thoughts aloud yet. Hold the baton and the crown or hat, walk to the other wall, and face the kids.

Say: When Queen Esther wanted to talk with the king, she had to wait until he held out his scepter to her; then she could walk over to him. A scepter is like a beautiful, gold stick. Let's pretend I'm King Xerxes. Place the crown or hat on your head, and say: You can't come talk to me until I hold out my scepter. Hold up the baton, and say: You can walk forward, not run, only when I hold out my scepter. When I put it down, you must freeze.
Start by holding up the scepter, and then put it down quickly. If kids keep moving when the scepter is down, have them take three steps back. As kids get closer, hold the scepter high and let all of them come to you for a group hug. Play several times, and let others take turns pretending to be the king. After a few minutes, gather in a circle. Open your Bible to Esther 2:1-18; 5:1-8, and tell kids about Esther.

Ask: • What was the purpose of the scepter?
• What was Queen Esther's purpose?
• How do you know what your purpose for God is?
Pass the scepter and let kids each share what they want to say.
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• Prepare in Advance •

Esther Becomes Queen

Bible Point:[image: image28.png]


God has a plan.
Supplies:
Bible

260 balloons (the kind of balloons used for making balloon animals)

bicycle or balloon pump

Time: 15 to 20 minutes

Preparation: Use a bicycle pump or balloon pump to blow up enough 260 balloons for each child to have one. Tie off the balloons.

Good Plan!

Have kids form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to Esther 2, and show children the words. Distribute balloons to kids. Lead children in the following story, encouraging them to use their balloons to express key parts of the story. (Although 260 balloons are unlikely to pop unless overinflated, be aware that pieces of popped balloon may represent a choking hazard for young preschoolers. If any balloons do pop, pick up pieces immediately, and put them out of children's reach.)

Say: A long time ago a king was looking for a special queen. Use the balloon as a telescope, and peer around the room. The king found a beautiful woman named Esther and made her his queen. Touch the ends of the balloon together, and hold it on your head, like a crown. Esther was one of God's special people-she loved God very much. A bad man named Haman didn't like God's people. Bend the ends of the balloon down to form a frown, and hold it in front of your face. Haman made a mean plan to hurt all of God's people. Esther's cousin Mordecai heard about the plan. Mordecai had been like a father to Esther since her parents had died long ago. As quickly as he could, Mordecai went and told Esther about the plan. Use the balloon as a cane as you hurriedly walk.

Esther wasn't supposed to go to the king without being asked, but she was brave and went to the king. She told him (hold up the balloon as a scepter) about Haman's bad plan. The king was angry at Haman, and the king stopped the plan, so God's people were saved. Wave your balloon in celebration. There was a great celebration for Esther, the brave queen who saved her people!
Lead children in singing "Esther's Song" to the tune of "Ten Little Indians."

When Mordecai told me the news(point to yourself)
That Haman planned to kill the Jews,
I knew right then that I must choose(place one palm up and then the other)
To do a scary thing!(Place your hands on your cheeks and look scared.)
I bowed before King Xerxes' feet(bow down low)
And asked if he would come and eat(continue to bow and put both hands out)
A feast with Haman and with me,
And the king said he would come.(Stand up straight, looking pleased.)
I told the king of Haman's plan(point and shake your index finger)
To kill the Jews in all the land.
Guards took away the wicked man,(place your hands behind your back as if they're handcuffed)
And my people were saved that day!(Hug a friend.)
Ask: • How did Esther become queen?
• How did God use Queen Esther?
• How can God use you?
Say: God had a plan for Esther when she became queen. God knew that she would save her people. [image: image29.png]


God has a plan for you, too!
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